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CRIMINAL ASSAULTS
The whole world is on trial today. No one can escape
from the war. Whilst the Ramayana and the Mahabharata
are products of poets' imagination, their authors were
not mere rhymesters. They were seers. What they depicted
is happening before our very eyes today. Ravanas are war-
ring with each other. They are showing matchless strength.
They throw their deadly weapons from the air. No deed
of bravery in the battlefield is beyond their capacity or
imagination.
Man would not fight in this manner, certainly not the
gods. Only brutes can. Soldiers drunk with the pride of
physical strength loot shops and are not even ashamed to
take liberties with women. The administration is power-
less to prevent such happenings in war time. The army
fulfils their primary need, and they wink the eye at their
misdeeds. Where a whole nation is militarized the way of
military life becomes part and parcel of its civilization.
Therefore, a soldier's taking such liberties is not a matter
for condemnation. But it would take generations for India
to become so.
Hence arise questions like the following which a sister
sends me:
" (1)   If a soldier commits an assault on a woman, can she
be said to have lost her virtue ?
(2)    Is such a woman to be condemned and ostracized by
society ?
(3)    What should women and the public do under such
circumstances ? "
Whilst the woman has in point of fact lost her virtue,
the loss cannot in any way render her liable to be con-
demned or treated as an oUtcaste. She is entitled to our
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